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Saying Good-bye  

In early Spring, Swanzey lost a dedicated public servant 

with the passing of William “Bill” Snyder. Bill was known 

to many…whether it was in his role as the former Superin-

tendent of the North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct, or as a 

Sewer Commissioner, or as a former member of the Zoning 

Board of Adjustment, or maybe seeing him working at the 

polls or as an Assistant Moderator at Town Meeting. Bill 

seemed to be everywhere and know everyone. Good-bye 

Bill. You will be missed. 

Town Hall Construction 

During July and August, the roof of Swanzey Town Hall will be undergoing repairs. During that time we ask 

for your patience while construction is underway. Town Hall will be open most of the time, but there may be 

a few days where the facility will need to be closed. Closures will be indicated on the sign in front of Town 

Hall and on the Town’s website.   

In addition, most meetings that would be typically held at Town Hall during this time will be moved to 

Whitcomb Hall, 17 Main Street. Please be sure to check the website’s calendar and news page to keep up to 

date with the latest construction information. 

Police Station Addition Construction is  

Underway! 

On June 13th the Board of Selectmen awarded the construc-

tion contract for the addition and renovation of the Town 

Police Station to MacMillin Construction of Keene. Con-

struction has begun and will be completed by the end of 

September. Please excuse our appearance while construc-

tion is ongoing and thank you 

for the support! 

Thank you for 

NOT smoking! 

All Town property is 

now smoking and to-

bacco free. Thank you 

for your cooperation. 
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9am  Parade Assembles 

  Paul Scheuring, MC 

 

9am - 2pm  Classic Car Show 

10am   Parade Steps Off! 

11am   Swanzey Fire Department  

  Demonstrations 

11am  NECCA-Circus Performers 

  Roaming Railrod 

  Bike the Bridges 

  Decorated Bicycle Judging  

  at the Children's Activity Tent 

11am - 2pm Civil War Reenactment 

  Revolutionary War Reenactment 

  Fort #4 - pop up Museum 

  Spinning Wheel Demonstration 

11:30am  Nelson Band Concert 

  K-9 Demonstration with Officer 

  Josh English 

12pm   Cemetery Walk with Lee Dunham 

12pm - 1pm  Monadnock Maverick Dancers 

1pm - 2pm Ben Pratt’s Magic Show 

1pm    Classic Car Trophy Presentations 

Bridges Bike Ride 

Free- a 12.5 mile guided bike 

ride through the covered bridges 

of Swanzey led by Bob Audette. 

Assemble in front of the old 

Grange Hall across from Town Hall at 11 am Helmets 

& water recommended. Trail bikes are preferred. 

Historic Mt. Caesar Cemetery Walking Tour  

Free- Learn the history of Swanzey 

and some of its former inhabitants 

during this walking tour led by Lee 

Dunham. Assemble in front of the 

Grange Hall at noon.  

Swanzey Old Home Day 

July 15, 2017 

Town Government Booth at Swanzey Old Home Day  

On Saturday, July 15th please stop by the Swanzey 

Town Government booth for information about your 

town - staff will be there to answer your questions from 

A to Z (Assessing to Zoning and everything in between) 

- or just stop by to say hello! If we can’t address your 

concerns that day, we will certainly be able to direct 

you to the appropriate person who can help you. We 

look forward to seeing you! 

Special Thanks 

Paul Scheuring, MC for helping to announce the pa-

rade. 

Deb Giaimo for being the Old Home Day DJ. 

All the members of the Swanzey Old Home day com-

mittee and volunteers: Donna Bell, Ridgely Brown, 

Jack Bys, Bill Carson, Carol Faulkner, Jane Johnson, 

Rose Kowaliw, Walt Kowaliw, Renee Morrison, 

George Phillips, Joanne Stroshine,  Rita Wirth, Norma 

Walker, and Cheri Casper.  

Schedule of Events 



Resources in your Community 
 

Dial 211 for Essential Community Services 

“211” provides individuals and families in need,  

with a shortcut through what may be a maze of services.  

 

Imagine you and your family are at risk of becoming homeless if you can't find some help. Where do you 

turn? Or, your son is autistic and you want to know what services are available in your area. Or, your elderly 

mother is in the hospital after a fall, and you know she'll never be able to stay home alone again. Or you are 

the caretaker of your spouse and you just need a break, a day a week for yourself. Or your furnace or roof 

needs to be replaced and you don’t have the income. Where can you quickly learn about your options?   

DIAL 2-1-1 and you are connected, at no charge, to a trained information and referral specialist who 

can provide you with the information/organization that can help. 

NEW PROGRAM:   Home repairs for seniors   

USDA 504 Home Repairs / Grant Program 

Michael Santomassimo  (603)-223-6059 

 

New roof, Septic issues, new furnace, stairs, deck or 

ramp repair or built, new windows, hot water heater 

 

 Up to 20K (loan) for home repairs at 1% financ-

ing and  monthly payments can be as low as $25 

(based on your  income) with minimal or zero 

closing costs  

 Or up to $7500 in grant money (minimum age of 

62)  

 And/or a combination of a loan and a grant  

 

Cheshire Village @ Home Program:  Seniors over 

50 keep your independence with a little bit of help !!  

Call for Services 903-9680 

 

Transportation (shopping, Dr. Visit, Pharmacy, go 

visit a friend), Light Housekeeping, Companion vis-

its, Daily Phone call, ask and we will try and meet 

any specific need you may have. There is a small 

yearly membership fee call, for details. 

NH Service Link (866) 634-9412 

Home Delivered or Congregate Meals  

Homemaker Services  

In-Home Care  

Transportation Services  

Day Services  

 

Southwestern Community Services 352-7512 

 Fuel/Electric Assistance 

 Substance Abuse Program CAPP 

 Workforce Development Services 

 Mortgage Delinquency Counseling 

 Free Foreclosure Intervention/Housing Stability 

Counseling  

 Rental Assistance vouchers or loans for security 

deposit  

 Guidance and comprehensive case management 

or  Homeless Outreach Program 

 Affordable housing units 

 The New Hampshire Home Ownership Program 

 Call TODAY for a list of other Services 

  



Robert Frost wrote in the poem Mending Wall “Good fences make for good neighbors”. These words have 

been repeated time and time again by an innumerable number of people to suit countless situations. Be it for 

child safety, pet safety, privacy or a simple aesthetic upgrade it remains one of the most frequently asked 

questions “what are the rules regarding fencing in Swanzey?” “There aren’t a lot” is how the answer starts; 

the following are the most important bullet points. 

 

 Fences only need permits if they are over 6 feet tall. 

 The “good” side can face in either direction. 

 All materials used above and below grade used to construct the fence must stay on your side of the prop-

erty line. 

 

Considering these few rules if the fence is going to require maintenance it makes sense to leave space be-

tween you and your neighbor’s property so you can engage in that maintenance without having to access their 

land, possibly causing damage to their landscaping or infringing on private spaces. It’s also advisable to talk 

to your neighbor(s) to confirm their understanding of the property lines location.   

Building Department on Fences  

Swanzey Lake Day Camp is well underway.  Campers have the opportunity to spend their days swimming, 

playing, learning and making new friends.  If you would like your child to attend there is still time! Check 

out the Recreation Department on the Town’s website for the registration form.   

Soccer is going to be starting earlier this year, so the registration forms will not be passed out 

a school as they have in previous years.  The Recreation Department is trying to make the sea-

son more enjoyable for all by starting when the weather is a bit nicer and we have more sun-

light to accommodate games and practices.  Registration forms are available on the Recrea-

tion page on the Town’s website.  They will be due back by August 24th.  There will be an 

informational meeting at Lane Fields (South Rd) on August 26th at 10:00 am. 

We have launched a Facebook page to update everyone of the Recreation Department programs and general 

information about what is happening in Town.  Please “like” and “share” to get the word out.  Thank you! 

 

 

Recreation Department Update 



Recycling Center 

Hazardous Waste Schedule 

The spring sessions of Household Hazardous Waste collection has come to an end, keep a look out for the 

upcoming fall collection schedule. If you have any questions about Hazardous waste, talk to a facility opera-

tor.  All collections will be held at the Keene Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility located adja-

cent to the Keene Recycling Center, 55 Old Summit Road, Keene from 8am-1pm. 

What to bring to Keene Hazardous waste: anything labeled corrosive, hazardous, toxic irritant, flammable and 

or oxidizer. None of the above should be brought to the Swanzey Recycling Center. 

Reminders 

The Swanzey Recycling is open to all Swanzey Residents. To get full use of the facility all you need to do is 

bring your vehicle registration to the Center to get your free green recycling permit. All permits are attached 

to your vehicle’s mirror or front bumper. This ensures that only Swanzey residents get full use of this great 

facility! While most of the Recycling Center’s activities are funded by taxes, the Center charges disposal fees 

to offset extra costs of processing certain items. The Board of Selectmen periodically reviews and may adjust 

these fees, after a public hearing.  

Disposal…..Material  

$5 Each…….Appliances (excluding refrigerators & 

air conditioners) 

$10 Each …...Refrigerators & air conditioners 

$5 Each……...Hot water tanks  

 

Construction debris including but not limited to  

Sheetrock, Shingles, pressure-treated lumber, ceiling 

tiles 

$15 per load…..Up to 1/4 pickup truckload 

$30 per load…..Over 1/4 pickup truckload &  

under full pickup truckload 

$60 per load…...Level full pickup truckload 

$120 per load….One ton truck load 

LARGER LOADS NOT ACCEPTED 

$5 Each….Bulky waste including but not limited to 

toilets, pool liners 

$5 Each….Furniture including rugs and liners (over 

20 sf), chairs, box springs, couches, similar items 

$10 Each….Sofa beds, double recliners 

 

Mattresses  

$10 Each…..One per household per month  

$25 Each…...More than one per household per month 

Tires (rims must be removed) 

$2 Each…….Passenger car tire 

$5 Each……..Truck tire 

 

Wood 

$10 cubic yard  

Wood over 6” in diameter (no stumps) 

 

Propane tanks 

$2 Each. . . Tanks weighing up to 19 pounds 

$5 Each. . . Tanks weighing 20 pounds or more  

 

Electronics including TVs, computers, stereos, mi-

crowaves 

$5 Each. . . TV, picture tube smaller than 20” 

$10 Each. . . TV, picture tube 20” or larger 

$20 Each. . . TV console 

$10 Each. . . Microwave 

$2 Each. . . Stereo components, portable radios 

$20 Each. . . Stereo console 

$5 Each. . . Computer drive or computer printer 

$10 Each. . . Computer monitor (screen) 

$2 Each. . . Computer keyboard 

$5 Each. . . VCRs & DVD players; other similar 

items  

Fees are payable by check or cash at drop-off 



 

 
Recently the Board of Selectmen, the Police Department and Fire 

Department took a good look at the existing Permissible Fireworks 

Ordinance adopted in 2010 to ensure that the ordinance still meets 

the needs of the community. The goal was to ensure that residents 

could enjoy the benefits of legally using class C, “consumer fire-

works” safety while at the same time respecting those who may 

not appreciate the accompanying noise, odors and debris generated 

by fireworks shows.  

 

New Hampshire law, RSA 160-C allows communities to choose one of three options for prohibition or the 

use of class C, consumer fireworks that include; a no permit option, allowing residents to use fireworks with-

out permits, a second option that would prohibit fireworks use anywhere in the community or the third choice 

which is to allows residents to use consumer fireworks by permit.   

 

In 2010, the town of Swanzey adopted the Permissible Fireworks Ordinance and since that time has been is-

suing fireworks permits to property owners or guest with owner permission who comply with the various re-

quirements of the ordinance. Over the past few months, the Board of Selectmen held several meetings and 

one public hearing to listen to input from departments and the public for the purpose of listening to feedback 

and providing information related to the fireworks issue. 

 

The most important change involved the enforcement of the ordinance which identifies the fire department as 

the agency responsible for issuing permits and both the Fire and Police Departments as the agencies responsi-

ble for enforcement. The enforcement portion of the ordinance was streamlined to allow police and the Fire 

Chief and his agents the authority to issue written warnings or a summons to district court for more serious 

and overt violations of the ordinance.   

 

The ordinance prohibits the sale, possession, or use of fireworks without  first obtaining a permit.  Those who 

discharge class fireworks are also required to be twenty-one. Only fireworks which meet the definition of per-

missible class fireworks may be used.  Local stores permitted for sale of fireworks in nearby communities sell 

the approved fireworks. 

 

The ordinance also requires the applicant to submit a rough scaled drawing showing the fireworks and the 

proximity to structures, overhead wires, roads and other potential hazards.  The revision establishes a greater 

setback to structures from the launch site of 75’. The previous ordinance allowed 50’. Only a property owner 

or an occupant with written permission of the owner may obtain a permit. The person(s) who ignite fireworks 

cannot be under the influence of alcohol or drugs.  

 

Other changes included crafting the fireworks ordinance to better blend with other existing town ordinances 

including the noise ordinance and the trash ordinance. Now folks using fireworks will be required to end their 

show by 10:00PM and make arrangements to pick up fireworks litter after a show which lands on public or 

private property. 

 

Through reasonable enforcement, town officials hope to ensure safe enjoyment of fireworks by all residents 

and visitors of Swanzey. The ordinance provides a vehicle in which residents can use fireworks in a reasona-

ble manner on their own property but at the same time respect others. The ordinance is currently in effect.  

Permits may be obtained at the Fire Station Monday through Friday between the hours of 08:00AM and 5:00 

PM for a fee of $25.00. Fireworks permit applications may be obtained on the towns website or by calling the 

fire station at 352-7411. The ordinance allows a fine of $100.00 per occurrence. 

Revised Fireworks Ordinance  



Insect Bites and Stings 
 

Ugh! Probably one of the worst aspects of summer is exposure to bugs-

especially their bites or stings. Not to mention what can result from 

their stings-Tick-Borne diseases, West Nile Virus, EEE-not to mention 

just pain and tenderness at the sting area. 

 

There are several ways you can protect yourself when outside and to eliminate the risk around your property: 

 

 In warm weather, mosquitoes can breed in any puddle that lasts more than 4 days.  Remove anything 

around your home that may allow breeding-old tires, tin cans, ceramic pots or other containers. 

 Make sure roof gutters are clean and draining properly. 

 Turn over wheelbarrows and change water in birdbaths at least twice weekly. 

 Turn over plastic wading pools when not in use. 

 

If outside during evening, nighttime, and dawn hours when mosquitoes are most active and likely to bite, 

children and adults should wear protective clothing such as long pants, long-sleeved shirts, and socks. 

Consider the use of an effective insect repellent, such as one containing DEET. Repellent containing 30% or 

less DEET (N,N-diethyl-methyl-meta-toluamide) are recommended for use by children and adults. Use 

DEET according to the manufacturer's directions. Children should not apply DEET to themselves. Repellents 

that contain Picaridin or oil of lemon eucalyptus have also been determined to be effective. 

 

To avoid ticks, always walk in the center of trails in order to avoid contact with ticks. Products containing 

permethrin kill ticks. Permethrin can be used to treat boots, clothing and camping gear and remain protective 

through several washings. Use a repellent with DEET on skin. 

Source Water Protection Committee 

 

The Source Water Protection Committee was set up by the Conservation Com-

mission to explore the possibilities for a new plan with guidelines for protecting 

our precious water supply.  Swanzey has an abundant supply of water in a high-

ly productive stratified-drift aquifer gifted to the Town by glaciers many thou-

sands of years ago. Approximately one-third of Swanzey residents rely on  a 

public  drinking water supplier. The rest rely on private wells, but they all access the same source water aqui-

fer. The aquifer covers about 12.3 miles in Swanzey and the transmissivity, or rate which water flows beneath 

the ground from one location to another, ranges from zero to slightly more than 4,000 feet per day.* If a pri-

vate well happens to lie within an area with high transmissivity, pollution that occurs a mile away could possi-

bly pollute that well within a few days.  

 

Many New Hampshire towns have enacted an ordinance specifically to protect their source of drinking water. 

One of the committee’s goals is to determine whether or not such an ordinance would be a benefit to our com-

munity. The committee has already produced a plan that can serve as a guide to town officials, residents, busi-

ness leaders, and water suppliers to assist in decision-making with regards to drinking water resources. Resi-

dents will be invited to open sessions to review the ideas included in the plan and to consider the option of vot-

ing for a Swanzey Source Water Protection ordinance at Town Meeting in 2018.  
 

*Source data from Granite State Rural Water Association, March 2017  
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Summer Upcycling Object 
 

The double feature for this season is old ladders and 

clay pots. 

 

Old ladders can be useful for putting plants or bird 

houses on to give it a new life! There is little work to 

set this up; just deciding what to put on it will be the 

biggest part. Both of these items are a neat and easy 

way to get another use out of that pesky old ladder or 

the flower pots you don’t need anymore. If these are 

items you don’t have, ask an attendant and we will 

help you out! 

Upcoming Street Name Changes in 2018 
 

The Town is planning a second round of street 

name changes in 2018 to continue our effort to 

bring our street names up to state standards, to help 

avoid confusion, and to  improve emergency re-

sponse. The following streets are scheduled to be 

changed in April of 2018 and property owners will 

receive notices from the Town: Spring Street Ext; 

Cobble Hill Rd (east side of Route 10); Swanzey 

St; Kempton Rd (east side of Route 10); California 

St. /California Brook Rd; & Railroad St. 

Whitcomb Hall Rentals 
 

Rent Whitcomb Hall’s first floor for your next event! 

Visit the Town’s website at 

www.town.swanzey.nh.us for more information or 

call 603-352-7411 ext. 115. 

Property Tax Assessment Work Continues 
 

Dave Marazoff and Nick Taffe from M&N Assessing Services continue to visit properties for the purpose of 

updating the inventory in preparation for the 2019 revaluation. In recent weeks, they have had two data col-

lectors in training with them, Nick Trombley and Tom Bunszel. Everyone carries company identification with 

them and when they knock on your door, do not hesitate to ask to see their ID’s. If they visit your property 

and you are not home, they will measure the house, garage and any other outbuildings and will leave a yellow 

card on the door to let you know they were there. Please know that they would not, under any circumstances, 

enter the home unless the owner is present and agrees to give them access. The more accurate the inventory of 

the property is, the better able the Town is to assign an assessment value for tax purposes. 

 

Your cooperation in allowing the assessors to do their job is greatly appreciated. As always, feel free to call 

with any questions or concerns. Assessing Coordinator Coleen Birmingham is available Monday to Friday 

from 8:30am to 4:45pm at 352-7411. 

Veteran Tax Credits 
 

Any and all veteran’s tax credits are given on the 

2nd issue tax bill only. The 1st issue bill is a pre-

payment only and does not reflect any veteran’s 

credits.  
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Summer Upcycling Object 
 

The double feature for this season is old ladders and 

clay pots. 

 

Old ladders can be useful for putting plants or bird 

houses on to give it a new life! There is little work to 

set this up; just deciding what to put on it will be the 

biggest part. Both of these items are a neat and easy 

way to get another use out of that pesky old ladder or 

the flower pots you don’t need anymore. If these are 

items you don’t have, ask an attendant and we will 

help you out! 

Upcoming Street Name Changes in 2018 
 

The Town is planning a second round of street 

name changes in 2018 to continue our effort to 

bring our street names up to state standards, to help 

avoid confusion, and to  improve emergency re-

sponse. The following streets are scheduled to be 

changed in April of 2018 and property owners will 

receive notices from the Town: Spring Street Ext; 

Cobble Hill Rd (east side of Route 10); Swanzey 

St; Kempton Rd (east side of Route 10); California 

St. /California Brook Rd; & Railroad St. 

Whitcomb Hall Rentals 
 

Rent Whitcomb Hall’s first floor for your next event! 

Visit the Town’s website at 

www.town.swanzey.nh.us for more information or 

call 603-352-7411 ext. 115. 

Property Tax Assessment Work Continues 
 

Dave Marazoff and Nick Taffe from M&N Assessing Services continue to visit properties for the purpose of 

updating the inventory in preparation for the 2019 revaluation. In recent weeks, they have had two data col-

lectors in training with them, Nick Trombley and Tom Bunszel. Everyone carries company identification with 

them and when they knock on your door, do not hesitate to ask to see their ID’s. If they visit your property 

and you are not home, they will measure the house, garage and any other outbuildings and will leave a yellow 

card on the door to let you know they were there. Please know that they would not, under any circumstances, 

enter the home unless the owner is present and agrees to give them access. The more accurate the inventory of 

the property is, the better able the Town is to assign an assessment value for tax purposes. 

 

Your cooperation in allowing the assessors to do their job is greatly appreciated. As always, feel free to call 

with any questions or concerns. Assessing Coordinator Coleen Birmingham is available Monday to Friday 

from 8:30am to 4:45pm at 352-7411. 

Veteran Tax Credits 
 

Any and all veteran’s tax credits are given on the 

2nd issue tax bill only. The 1st issue bill is a pre-

payment only and does not reflect any veteran’s 

credits.  
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Summer Upcycling Object 
 

The double feature for this season is old ladders and 

clay pots. 

 

Old ladders can be useful for putting plants or bird 

houses on to give it a new life! There is little work to 

set this up; just deciding what to put on it will be the 

biggest part. Both of these items are a neat and easy 

way to get another use out of that pesky old ladder or 

the flower pots you don’t need anymore. If these are 

items you don’t have, ask an attendant and we will 

help you out! 

Upcoming Street Name Changes in 2018 
 

The Town is planning a second round of street 

name changes in 2018 to continue our effort to 

bring our street names up to state standards, to help 

avoid confusion, and to  improve emergency re-

sponse. The following streets are scheduled to be 

changed in April of 2018 and property owners will 

receive notices from the Town: Spring Street Ext; 

Cobble Hill Rd (east side of Route 10); Swanzey 

St; Kempton Rd (east side of Route 10); California 

St. /California Brook Rd; & Railroad St. 

Whitcomb Hall Rentals 
 

Rent Whitcomb Hall’s first floor for your next event! 

Visit the Town’s website at 

www.town.swanzey.nh.us for more information or 

call 603-352-7411 ext. 115. 

Property Tax Assessment Work Continues 
 

Dave Marazoff and Nick Taffe from M&N Assessing Services continue to visit properties for the purpose of 

updating the inventory in preparation for the 2019 revaluation. In recent weeks, they have had two data col-

lectors in training with them, Nick Trombley and Tom Bunszel. Everyone carries company identification with 

them and when they knock on your door, do not hesitate to ask to see their ID’s. If they visit your property 

and you are not home, they will measure the house, garage and any other outbuildings and will leave a yellow 

card on the door to let you know they were there. Please know that they would not, under any circumstances, 

enter the home unless the owner is present and agrees to give them access. The more accurate the inventory of 

the property is, the better able the Town is to assign an assessment value for tax purposes. 

 

Your cooperation in allowing the assessors to do their job is greatly appreciated. As always, feel free to call 

with any questions or concerns. Assessing Coordinator Coleen Birmingham is available Monday to Friday 

from 8:30am to 4:45pm at 352-7411. 

Veteran Tax Credits 
 

Any and all veteran’s tax credits are given on the 

2nd issue tax bill only. The 1st issue bill is a pre-

payment only and does not reflect any veteran’s 

credits.  


